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Good Day Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter and distinguished members of the Public Health 

Committee, my name is Gregory Allard and my testimony today is in opposition of: 

 

1. Raised Bill No. 5053, An Act Increasing Access to Overdose Reversal Drugs. 

 

While I can appreciate the intent behind the drafting of this bill I don’t think that it requires legislation. 

 

In my opinion the newly appointed State of Connecticut Department of Public Health Commissioner Pino 

should instruct the Office of Emergency Medical Services to amend the Local EMS Plan so it has a 

Naloxone component..  

 

As part of my testimony I have attached pages 3 and 4 of the Connecticut Department of Public Health 

Office of Emergency Medical Services Local EMS Plan Toolkit. I would suggest Naloxone Administration 

being added to the seventh bulleted item, “A list and description of each system component to include:” 

and specifically it should be called out on its own in the “Roles and responsibilities in the preparation and 

response to:” subsection. 

 
The Local EMS Plan is already in statute and is to be reviewed and approved by the Office of Emergency 

Medical Services on a five-year rotating schedule. Public Act 14-217 created a more robust role for the 

municipalities in the planning of their local EMS system.  A central component in the Local EMS Plan is to 

have the municipalities and all levels of EMS providers working hand-in-hand with the Regional 

Coordinators and the Health Program Assistants in the development & review of these plans.  

I urge the committee to reflect on my testimony before casting your vote.  It has been my intention to 

sway you from legislating this issue and allowing Commissioner Pino and the Office of Emergency 

Medical Services the opportunity to do the work they are charged with doing. Please vote in opposition of 

Raised Bill No. 5053. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Gregory B. Allard 

 
  



 
  



 


